MINUTES 

LEGISLATIVE MEETING

of THE CITY COUNCIL

 June 14, 2010
7:00 p.m.

CITY OF MARY ESTHER

195 Christobal Road – North, Mary Esther, FL   32569

1.
INVOCATION


Mayor Bolton led the invocation.
2.
CALL TO ORDER


Mayor Bolton called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

3.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE



Mayor Bolton led the Pledge of Allegiance.

4.
ROLL CALL

Present:
 

Mayor Chuck Bolton




Mayor Pro Tem Ron Stearns 




Councilmember George Crews





Councilmember Frank Crowder





Councilmember Ruth Sykes




Councilmember Lee Griffin

Also Present:

City Manager Lynne Oler




City Clerk Tammy King



City Attorney Levin Bracken



Finance Director Steven Rausch
5.
MINUTES APPROVAL: 03-29-10 Workshop; 04-22-10 Special Legislative; 04-26-10 Workshop; 05-03-10 Legislative; 05-18-10 Special Legislative.


Mayor Pro Tem Stearns made a motion to approve the Minutes as written, seconded by Cmbr. Sykes. There was no discussion. Mayor Bolton called for the vote. 

THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

Yes: Cmbr. Griffin, Cmbr. Sykes, Mayor Pro Tem Stearns, Cmbr. Crowder, Cmbr. Crews
6.
SELECTION OF FINANCIAL AUDITOR 



Mayor Pro Tem Stearns made a motion to approve Staff’s recommendations on the ranking of the three competing financial auditing firms and to commence negotiations for the City’s Financial Auditing Services for FY 09-10, FY 10-11, FY 11-12 for which Staff’s ranking is  1) Carr, Riggs & Ingram, LLC, 2) O’Sullivan Creel LLP, 3) Saltmarsh, Cleaveland & Gund, seconded by Cmbr. Sykes. 



Mayor Bolton called for discussion. Cmbr. Griffin verified that if Staff was not happy with the first one, they could go to the next choice. Mrs. Oler affirmed. She said all were closely rated. Staff did weigh the knowledge CRI had versus the others, and that worked in their favor. Mrs. King stated another reason the ranking went as it did was due to a note in the back of the Saltmarsh RFP which stated they may charge extra for other issues not included in the original contract. CRI has always been available to answer any questions the city personnel might have, and have not charged extra. She also applauded their above and beyond effort to help the City with the new financial director without extra fees, which included several extra hours of assistance. Cmbr. Sykes asked if this was a 3 year contract. Mrs. Oler said yes. Cmbr. Sykes asked when Mr. Rausch would be done with his education. Mr. Rausch said he was working toward an accounting degree and would be graduating around April 2011 but would also continue to take classes after he reached his degree to stay knowledgeable. Cmbr. Sykes asked if pricing was a part of the ranking. Mrs. Oler stated there were no prices negotiated yet. 


Cmbr. Crowder asked if CRI had a plan of action for the things they pointed out in the last audit to be corrected. Mr. Rausch said Mr. Branson was very helpful. Mrs. Oler mentioned the change in some procedures including check writing, where Mrs. Hodge will print checks and Mrs. King and Mrs. Oler will sign them and hand them to Mr. Rausch to double-check. Mr. Rausch no longer signed checks, which was one of the things CRI recommended. There was also an issue with the refinancing of the bond, which Mr. Branson was able to point out and Mr. Rausch has since corrected. Cmbr. Crews asked Mr. Rausch if he thought it was a good idea to have new eyes. Mr. Rausch said there were advantages and disadvantages. They could get a fresh outlook, but it could also take longer to spot problems or issues because the new firm would not be as familiar with the City as CRI. 

Mr. Rausch explained the negotiating process. Cmbr. Crews requested that the Finance Director get quotes from the two top qualifiers. Cmbr. Griffin agreed. He felt CRI would quote higher because they were certain they would get the contract. He mentioned the companies serviced by both firms. Mr. Rausch said he made the assumption that the Council would want to look at quality as opposed to just hiring the lowest bidder. Cmbr. Griffin thought that if the same firm has been used for almost five years, that by now there would be no more mistakes in the audit. Mr. Rausch said he’d like to take some responsibility for being new and making mistakes in the beginning; he was in a learning process. 



Mayor Bolton verified the Council wanted to see the cost of the two highest ranked firms and the Staff’s suggestion at the next Workshop meeting. The Council agreed. Mr. Rausch said the negotiations needed to start soon, because the firms may need to come out and do some tests. Cmbr. Sykes thought all three should give quotes. Mr. Rausch read from the RFP which included what was needed. Cmbr. Sykes was concerned about the timeline. Mr. Rausch said this would all be answered by the June 28 Workshop. The Council agreed they would listen to the Staff recommendation from the Workshop to make their decision at the July 6, 2010 Legislative Meeting. 


Cmbr. Sykes said she’d like to see the bids separated by Fiscal Year, then the grand total. They have to be told their prices would be discussed in public. Mr. Rausch said page six of the RFP made sure the City wasn’t violating any laws. The City Attorney concurred. The RFP did not mention cost, but that was something that needed to be evaluated to properly rank them. The Council directed Staff to get the cost from each firm to make their decision at the Workshop. 

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

Yes: Cmbr. Griffin, Cmbr. Sykes, Mayor Pro Tem Stearns, Cmbr. Crowder, Cmbr. Crews

7.
RESCHEDULE JULY LEGISLATIVE MEETING DATE



Cmbr. Griffin made a motion to approve the rescheduling of the July Legislative Meeting from Monday July 5, 2010 (Independence Day Holiday) to Tuesday July 6, 2010, seconded by Cmbr. Crowder.

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


Yes: Cmbr. Griffin, Cmbr. Sykes, Mayor Pro Tem Stearns, Cmbr. Crowder, Cmbr. Crews


8.
ADJOURNMENT

Cmbr. Griffin made a motion to adjourn at 7:52p.m., seconded by Cmbr. Crowder.

____________________________   
 (Approved at the ____ Legislative Meeting)

Tammy L. King, City Clerk




Note:  The City does not keep verbatim minutes as a matter of record.  If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Mary Esther City Council with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, he or she will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.  See Florida Statute 286.0105
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