MINUTES

LEGISLATIVE MEETING

of THE CITY COUNCIL

November 2, 2009
7:00 p.m.

CITY OF MARY ESTHER

195 Christobal Road – North, Mary Esther, FL   32569
1. INVOCATION


Mayor Pro Tem Stearns asked for a Moment to Reflect.
2.
CALL TO ORDER


Mayor Pro Tem Stearns called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

3.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


Mayor Pro Tem Stearns led the Pledge of Allegiance.
4.
ROLL CALL

Present:


Mayor Pro Tem Ron Stearns



Councilmember Lee Griffin




Councilmember George Crews




Councilmember Richard Reinlie




Councilmember Frank Crowder
Also Present:

City Manager Lynne Oler



City Clerk Tammy King



City Attorney Levin Braken
Absent:


Mayor Chuck Bolton (vacation)
5.
MINUTES APPROVAL

Cmbr. Reinlie made a motion to approve the minutes from the 09-22-09 Special Legislative, 09-28-09 Workshop, 07-14-09 1st Budget Workshop, 07-16-09 2nd Budget Workshop, 07-21-09 3rd Budget Workshop, 07-23-09 4th Budget Workshop Meeting Minutes, seconded by Cmbr. Griffin.


There being no discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Stearns called for the vote.

THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0)
6.
RESOLUTION 2009-10 – SUPPORT EGLIN JLUS (Joint Land Use Study)
Cmbr. Reinlie made a motion to approve Resolution 2009-10 supporting the Eglin JLUS (Joint Land Use Study), seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Stearns.


Mayor Pro Tem Stearns called for discussion. Cmbr. Crews was concerned the Council was accepting a study that hadn’t been read, and asked if there was a copy available. Mrs. Oler said yes. Cmbr. Crews said he didn’t want to vote without reading it. He referred to Attachment 1, which involved things the City should do: implement lighting ordinance to avoid glare within one mile of the Eglin boundary, distribute educational handouts regarding interference with radio frequencies, discourage additional marine navigation channels, land cuts and artificial reefs, formalize military participation in planning and reviewing, limiting object heights for conflict and updating the Comprehensive Plan. Cmbr. Crews said he didn’t see anything about the assistance from the military on extending Hollywood Blvd., or extending the lease on the sprayfield, and he would have liked to have been invited to partake in the study or discussions. His concern was that the Council was elected to look after the City, not the Air Force. Cmbr. Reinlie said his understanding was that the JLUS was not a governing document. His impression was that it was asking for consideration of these items when the Council was doing their due diligence for the City; the City was not bound by the recommendations of the JLUS. There was some discussion on what to ask when the Council began talking to the Air Force about the annexation. The most formidable discussion was, however, in regards to the spray field and future costs that the Air Force may impose. Cmbr. Griffin asked how binding the Resolution would be. Mr. Braken said it wouldn’t be binding; it was just to be taken into consideration. 

There being no further discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Stearns called for the vote.

THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0)
7.
RETIREMENT PLAN RESTATEMENT
Mayor Pro Tem Stearns made a motion to approve Staff proceeding forward with having the City’s Retirement Plans Restated for a cost not to exceed $9,300, seconded by Cmbr. Griffin.


Mayor Pro Tem Stearns called for discussion. Mayor Pro Tem Stearns said he had read the emails from Mr. Rausch and noted that both plans were not in jeopardy; the concern was with the 401(a) plan. Mrs. Oler said Mr. Rausch spoke with Lyle Waters, a Tampa attorney. He found retirement plans, pension plans, and government plans may be submitted by January 2009; and those with incentives must be done by January 2011. The Council had suggested contacting the IRS, but Mr. Waters advised against moving forward in that direction. He also noted that he did not think he could beat the Prudential price for reinstating the plans. Cmbr. Stearns asked what the City’s policy was on going out for competitive bid. Mrs. Oler stated it would be $10,000 for competitive bid. Cmbr. Stearns referred to Mr. Rausch’s email and said he thought the Thrift Plan would be the more important of the two. Cmbr. Reinlie said $6,800 was a firm quote from Prudential. Mayor Pro Tem Stearns amended his motion for an amount not to exceed $6,800 with funds coming from Legal Fees, seconded by Cmbr. Griffin. 

There being no further discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Stearns called for the vote.

THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0)
8.
BUDGET AMENDMENTS
Cmbr. Crews made a motion to approve the budget amendment for fiscal year 2009-2010 as presented by Staff at the October 26, 2009 Workshop Meeting which included the Elliott Park FRDAP Grant expenses, seconded by Cmbr. Crowder.


Mayor Pro Tem called for discussion. Mayor Pro Tem Stearns said, for clarification, there were three items which detailed the need for amendment according to Mr. Rausch’s handout from last week; Mayor Pro Tem Stearns read from the handout. Cmbr. Reinlie stated the City had corresponding revenue with regards to the FRDAP Grant. Cmbr. Crews said the amount was $8,780.21. 

Cmbr. Crews modified the motion to include the total dollar amount of $8,780.21, seconded by Cmbr. Crowder. 

There was no further discussion; Mayor Pro Tem Stearns called for the vote.
THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0)
9.
ADJOURNMENT

Cmbr. Crowder made a motion to adjourn at 7:34 p.m., seconded by Cmbr. Crews.

_______________________


(Approved at the __________ Legislative Meeting)

Tammy King, City Clerk

Note:  The City does not keep verbatim minutes as a matter of record.  If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Mary Esther City Council with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, he or she will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.  See Florida Statute 286.0105
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